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Kim Thurman 
260 Rene Dr 
Shady Cove, OR 97539 
E-mail: thurmankim541@gmail.com 
 
 
Date:   22 February 2021 
Report for: [Client information redacted] 
Subject:  William H. Cody (1895–1945) 
Background: Client seeks to identify the father of her maternal grandfather, William H. Cody. She 

provided the following unsourced information: 
• William H. Cody married her grandmother, Ethel A. Emery 
• William and Ethel were living in the San Diego area at the time of the birth of 

their daughter, Arlene, in 1933 
• Other family trees on Ancestry attributed William’s paternal parent as John 

McCoy, married to Sara/Sarah J. Allred, and living in Tennessee in 1900.  
No evidence sources were provided by the client and will require verification as part of 
this project. 

Objective: Identify the father of William H. Cody, husband of Ethel A. Emery and father of Arlene 
Cody, who lived in San Diego County, California, about 1933. 

Limitations: Ten hours (pro bono) for research and report writing. Due to current COVID restrictions, 
record access at this time is limited to online repositories. 

Repositories:  Ancestry 
FamilySearch 
GenealogyBank 
Find A Grave 

 

Summary of Findings 
Father of William H. Cody 
The father of William H. Cody is likely William T. Cody, born 13 March 1871 and died 18 October 1895, 
buried in Leach Cemetery in Rocky Top, Anderson County, Tennessee.1 The following evidence supports 
this father-son relationship: 

• The California Death Index entry for William H. Cody lists his birth as 13 February 1895 in 
Tennessee, and the surnames of his parents as Cody (father) and Allred (mother’s maiden).2 

• In 1942, William Harry Cody listed his birth date as 13 February 1895 and birth location as 
“Coalcreek, Tennessee.”3 The town of Coal Creek, which straddles the Anderson/Campbell 

 
1 For vital and burial information, see Find A Grave (http://www.findagrave.com : accessed 23 January 2021), 

memorial 70903970, William T. Cody (13 Mar 1871–18 Oct 1895), created by dhintx, gravestone photo by Antonin 
J. Vacek; citing Leach Cemetery, Rocky Top, Anderson Co., Tennessee, USA. 

2 "California, U.S., Death Index, 1940-1997," database, Ancestry (http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 19 
January 2021), William H. Cody, 10 October 1945, San Diego County. 

3 "U.S. World War II Draft Registration Cards, 1942,” database with images, Ancestry 
(http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 22 Feb 2021), card for William Harry Cody, serial no. U-2095, Local Board No. 
161, San Diego, San Diego Co., Calif. 
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County line, has undergone two name changes since its founding in 1856: first to Lake City in 
1936, then to Rocky Top in 2014.4 

• In the 1930 census, William H. Cody’s parents are listed as born in Tennessee.5 
• At the time of his 1923 marriage in Los Angeles County to Ethel A. Emery, William H. Cody 

named his father as William Cody and his mother as Sarah Allred.6 
• On 24 December 1889, William Cody and Sarah Alred were married in Anderson County, 

Tennessee, prior to William H. Cody’s birth in 1895.7  
• William T. Cody died on 18 October 1895 and was buried in current-day Rocky Top, Anderson 

County, approximately 8 months after William H. Cody’s birth in the same town.8 

William T. Cody 
William T. Cody’s life predated state and county registration in Tennessee.9 His gravestone in Leach 
Cemetery records his birth as 13 March 1871 and death as 18 October 1895 and notes his mother as 
Nancy Cody.10  In 1880, Nancy Cody lived with her two sons and one daughter in Careyville, 
approximately seven miles northwest of Coal Creek. The youngest son, “W.R. Cody,” was born about 
1871-72 in Tennessee.11 His two siblings, J[ames] E. and R[osennie] E. Cody, are buried in the same 
section of Leach Cemetery as William T. Cody.12 While extant online records for William T. Cody are 
scant, the 1880 census and his siblings’ proximity in Leach Cemetery provide evidence of William’s 
presence in the area and make him a likely candidate for Sarah Alred’s husband and William H. Cody’s 
father. 

Attribution of John McCoy as William H. Cody’s Father 
As of 22 February 2021, five public trees on Ancestry record William H. Cody’s father as John McCoy. An 
additional fifteen public trees provide William’s name as Willie McCoy, son of John McCoy. The reason 
for this confusion is easily identified. William was a young child when his widowed mother, Sarah June 

 
4 “Rocky Top, Tennessee,” Wikipedia (www.wikipedia.org : accessed 24 January 2021), rev. 02:59 (UTC), 19 

January 2021. 
5 1930 U.S. Census, San Diego County, California, population schedule, San Diego, enumeration district (ED) 63, 

p. 216 (stamped), sheet 19-A, dwelling 39, family 39, William H. Cody; database with images, Ancestry 
(http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 21 January 2020); citing FHL microfilm 2,339,926. 

6 California Bureau of Vital Records, marriage certificate no. 10767, William H. Cody and Ethel A. Emery, 27 
August 1923; State Board of Health, Los Angeles; image, “California, County Marriages, 1850–1952,” FamilySearch 
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G93H-W96D-Q : accessed 21 January 2021) > digital folder 
number 005698409 > images 78-79. 

7 "Tennessee, U.S., Marriage Records, 1780–2002," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1169/ : accessed 22 January 2021), Anderson County, register 
entry no. 524, William Cody to Sarah Alred, 24 December 1889; citing Tennessee State Library and Archives, 
Nashville. 

8 Find A Grave, memorial 70903970, William T. Cody. 
9 “Tennessee Vital Records,” FamilySearch Wiki (www.familysearch.org : accessed 22 January 2021), rev. 

19:13, 13 September 2020. 
10 Find A Grave, memorial 70903970, William T. Cody. 
11 1880 U.S. Census, Campbell Co., Tenn., pop. sched., Careyville, ED 121, p. 411 (stamped), p. 29 

(handwritten), dwell. 249, fam. 259, W.R. Cody; database with images, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com : accessed 24 
January 2021); citing NARA microfilm series T9, roll 1246. 

12 Find A Grave (http://www.findagrave.com : accessed 24 January 2021), memorial 70903995, James E. Cody 
(20 Jun 1865–2 Mar 1892), created by dhintx; citing Leach Cemetery, Rocky Top, Anderson Co., Tenn., USA. Also, 
Find A Grave (http://www.findagrave.com : accessed 24 January 2021), memorial 70903946, Rosennie Cody (31 
Jun 1868–25 Sep 1897), created by dhintx, gravestone photo by Antonin J. Vacek; citing Leach Cemetery, Rocky 
Top, Anderson Co., Tenn., USA. 
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Cody, married John McCoy on 21 November 1895 in neighboring Union County, just over a month after 
her first husband’s death.13 In 1900 and 1910, William is living in the John McCoy household as “Willie 
McCoy.”14 William was not listed as a stepchild to John McCoy, but it is likely that the distinction was not 
made to the enumerator by the informant. William’s age on both census records correlate and provide 
evidence that William was born the same year as his mother’s marriage to John McCoy in 1895. 
 

Research Notes 
California 
1940 U.S. Federal Census – William H. Cody household – San Diego, San Diego County, California15 
See Attachment A for image 
Extracted information: 
4841 Kansas St. – residence owned 

Name Relation Marital 
Status 

Age Birth Place Occupation 

Cody, William H. Head M 45 Tennessee Policeman 
––––, Ethel    (X) Wife M 45 Oregon [blank] 
––––, Arlene Daughter S 6 California [blank] 

 
Analysis: Evidence correlates with information provided by client for family names, location, and 
Arlene’s birth in 1933. Ethel served as informant, marked with an “X.”16 Based on William’s given age 
and the census enumeration date of 1 April 1940, his birth was likely between 2 April 1894 and 1 April 
1895 in Tennessee. The 1940 census did not note birth locations for an individual’s parents. 
 
1930 U.S. Federal Census – William H. Cody household – San Diego, San Diego County, California17 
See Attachment B for image 
Extracted information: 
4841 Kansas St. – residence owned 

Name Relation Age Marital 
status 

Age at 1st 
Marriage 

Birth Place Father’s 
Birth Place 

Mother’s 
Birth Place 

Cody, William H. Head 35 M 27 Tenn. Tenn. Tenn. 
–––––, Ethel A. Wife 34 M 26 Ore. Ore. Ore. 

 

 
13 “Tennessee, U.S., Marriage Records, 1780–2002,” database with images, Ancestry 

(http://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1169/ : accessed 23 January 2021), Union County, p. 277, John 
McCoy to Sarah J. Cody, 21 November 1895; citing Tennessee State Library and Archives, Nashville. 

14 1900 U.S. Census, Campbell Co., Tenn., pop. sched., Civil District 16 (Jellico), ED 40, sheet 11A, dwell. 203, 
fam. 218 (renumbered), John McCoy household; database with images, Ancestry (http://www.ancestry.com : 
accessed 23 January 2021); citing FHL microfilm 1,241,559. Also, 1910 U.S. Census, Knox Co., Tenn., pop. sched., 
District 8, ED 119, sheet 48B, dwell. 944, fam. 951, John McCoy household; database with images, Ancestry 
(http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 23 January 2021); citing NARA microfilm T624 series, roll 1508. 

15 1940 U.S. Census, San Diego Co., Calif., pop. sched., San Diego, ED 62-50A, sheet 5-A, household 123, 
William H. Cody; database with images, Ancestry (http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 19 January 2020); citing 
NARA microfilm T627 series, roll 451. 

16 Instructions to Enumerators: Population and Agriculture 1940 (Washington, D.C.: Department of Commerce, 
1940), 42; digital images, United States Census Bureau (http://www.census.gov : accessed 19 January 2021). 

17 1930 U.S. Census, San Diego Co., Calif., San Diego, ED 63, p. 216 (stamped), sheet 19-A, dwell. 39, fam. 39, 
William H. Cody. 
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Analysis: Informant is undetermined. Age regression for William and Ethel from the 1940 census aligns 
with this census. Based on William’s given age and the census enumeration date of 1 April 1930, 
William’s birth was likely between 2 April 1894 and 1 April 1895 in Tennessee, correlating with the 1940 
census. Tennessee is noted as the birthplace of William’s parents, providing additional evidence for 
identification of his father. Both William and Ethel’s age at first marriage indicates they were wed about 
1922 (location unknown).  
 
1942 World War II Draft Registration – William Harry Cody – San Diego, San Diego County, California18 
See Attachment C for image 
Extracted information: 

Name William Harry Cody 
Address 4841 Kansas Ave., San Diego, San Diego County, Calif. 
Birth Date Feb. 13, 1895 
Place of Birth Coalcreek, Tenn. 
Contact Homer McCoy, 4108 37th St., SD 

 
Analysis: William’s birth date and address correlates with both the 1930 and 1940 census records in San 
Diego. His place of birth is more precisely reported as Coalcreek, Tennessee. The person listed as 
knowing William’s address is Homer McCoy. The surname of this contact correlates with the name 
reported by the client as found in multiple Ancestry family trees as William’s possible father, John 
McCoy. 
 
1945 Death Index – William H. Cody – San Diego County, California19 

Name William H Cody 
Social Security # 554280240 
Birth Date 13 Feb 1895 
Birthplace Tennessee 
Death Date 10 Oct 1945 
Death Place San Diego [County] 
Mother’s Maiden Name Allred 
Father’s Surname Cody 

 
Analysis: The index is considered a derivative record; it is recommended that the original death 
certificate be ordered to validate the transcription. The informant is not identified and cannot be 
evaluated as to the accuracy of the information provided. The index reports only surnames for William’s 
parents: his mother’s maiden name (Allred) and father’s surname (Cody). The original death certificate 
may contain full names for his parents. William’s birth date of 13 February 1895 and birthplace of 
Tennessee correlates with information found in the 1930 and 1940 censuses, as well as the 1942 draft 
registration card. William died on 10 October 1945 in San Diego County. 
 
1945 Obituary – William H. Cody – San Diego, California20 
See Attachment D for image 

 
18 "U.S. World War II Draft Registration Cards, 1942,” images, Ancestry, card for William Harry Cody, serial no. 

U-2095, Local Board No. 161, San Diego, Calif. 
19 "California, U.S., Death Index, 1940-1997," Ancestry, William H. Cody, 10 October 1945, San Diego Co. 
20 "William Cody, Once Patrolman, Succumbs at 50," San Diego Union, 11 October 1945, p. 16-A, col. 2-3; 

digital image, GenealogyBank (http://www.genealogybank.com : accessed 21 January 2021), image 18.  
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Partial Transcription: 
“Hero of one of the most thrilling chapters in the annals of the San Diego police force, the ‘Battle of 
Mission Hills,’ in 1927, William H. Cody, 50, of 4156 Ohio st., retired police patrolman, died yesterday of 
a heart attack in a café near Thirtieth st. and University ave., Deputy Coroner E. A. Turner reported.” 
 
Analysis: The obituary states that William suffered a heart attack the previous day, providing direct 
evidence to his date of death as 10 October 1945. The article makes no mention of his personal history 
or family relationships, which indicates the event of William’s death was treated more as a news item 
than a traditional obituary announcement. His age was noted as fifty, supporting his date of birth as 13 
February 1895. Also, the extensive coverage of his service as a policeman for the city correlates with his 
occupation on the 1940 census. While the Deputy Coroner served as information for the details of 
William’s death, it is undetermined where he received the information regarding William’s age. It is 
possible it was confirmed by his widow, Ethel, or from his employment records as a police officer. The 
address of 4156 Ohio Street differs from the previous location of 4841 Kansas Street found on the 1930 
and 1940 censuses, implying a move between 1940 and 1945. 
 
1923 Marriage Certificate – William H. Cody and Ethel A. Emery – Los Angeles County, California21 
See Attachment E for image 
Extracted information: 

Name William H. Cody Ethel A. Emery 
Residence San Francisco, Cal. San Francisco, Cal. 
Age 28 27 
Marital Status Single, 1st marriage Single, 1st marriage 
Birthplace Tennessee Oregon 
Occupation Salesman W.U. Operator 
Father Will Cody, birthplace of N. Carolina Geo. W. Emery, birthplace of Ill. 
Mother Sarah Allred, birthplace of Tennessee Josephine Bonham, birthplace of Calif. 

 
Analysis: The age differences for William and Ethel, their birthplaces, and the time frame of the marriage 
correlate to the 1930 census. William’s parent’s full names are provided and match the surnames 
transcribed in the California Death Index. In the 1930 census, William’s father was recorded as born in 
Tennessee. This document, listing his birth in North Carolina, provides evidence supplied by William at 
the time of his marriage and should not be dismissed out of hand as incorrect. William and Ethel both 
indicated they resided in San Francisco; this the first time this location has been documented for this 
couple. 
 

Tennessee 
1889 Marriage Register – William Cody and Sarah Alred – Anderson County, Tennessee22 
See Attachment F for image 
Extracted information: 

Marriage Number 524 
Groom William Cody 
Bride Sarah Alred 
Date of Marriage 24 December 1889 
Officiant J.M. Tuttle J.P. 

 
21 California marriage certificate no. 10767, William H. Cody and Ethel A. Emery, 27 August 1923. 
22 Anderson Co., Tenn., marriage register entry no. 524, William Cody to Sarah Alred, 24 December 1889. 
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Analysis: The marriage register is a preprinted sheet spanning two pages in book form. Entries found 
two pages on either side of the record in question are in the same hand, indicating the records were 
likely transcribed by a clerk after the event. The transcriber did not follow the printed headings for all 
columns, choosing to note most information in incorrect fields. Many of the records, including William 
and Sarah’s marriage, reflect one date under “Date of Marriage” and a later date in the officiant 
statement to the right. It’s possible that the earlier date of 23 December 1889 noted for William and 
Sarah was the date the license was issued. The date of William and Sarah’s marriage occurs prior to 
William H. Cody’s birth in 1895. Sarah’s surname of “Alred” reflects an alternate spelling and 
phonetically correlates with previous records. The location of Anderson County also correlates to 
William’s stated place of birth. Coal Creek, now known as Rocky Top, straddles the Anderson and 
Campbell county line in Tennessee.23 
 
1894-1895 Birth Record – William H. Cody – Tennessee 
Tennessee did not require statewide registration of births until 1914, although some counties recorded 
births as early as 1881.24 Online databases were searched statewide for evidence of William H. Cody’s 
birth with no result.25 A visual search of digitized unindexed Anderson County birth and death records 
from 1891–1899 produced no evidence of a birth record for William H. Cody.26 
 
1900 U.S. Federal Census search for William Cody, Sarah Cody, William H. Cody 
A search of the 1900 U.S. Federal Census in Tennessee and surrounding states for the family unit of 
William Cody, Sarah Cody, and William H. Cody resulted with no suitable matches.27 A number of family 
trees on Ancestry document John McCoy and Sarah Alred/Allred as the parents of William H. Cody.28 A 
search for the John McCoy household was conducted in Anderson and surrounding counties in 
Tennessee. 
 
1900 U.S. Federal Census – John McCoy household – Jellico, Campbell County, Tennessee29 
See Attachment G for image 
Extracted Information: 

 
23 “Rocky Top, Tennessee,” Wikipedia, 24 January 2021. 
24 “Tennessee Vital Records,” FamilySearch Wiki, 22 January 2021. 
25 “Tennessee Births and Christenings, 1828–1939,” FamilySearch 

(http://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1681012 : searched 22 January 2021). See also, “Tennessee, U.S., 
Delayed Birth Records, 1869–1909,” Ancestry (http://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2282/ : searched 22 
January 2021). Search conducted for Will* Cody, Codee, and Coady. No results with the birth date of 13 February 
1894 or 1895, father Will Cody and mother Sarah Allred/Alred were located. 

26 Anderson County, Tennessee, Births, Deaths, June 1891–Dec 1899, County Court Clerk, Clinton; unindexed 
images, "Vital statistics: births, 1881–1882; births and deaths, 1891–1899, 1909–1912," FamilySearch 
(http://www.familysearch.org : accessed 22 January 2021); citing DGS 7621839, images 33-104. 

27 “1900 U.S. Federal Census,” database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7602/ : accessed 22 January 2021). Searches were performed for 
Cod*y, Cad*y, and Cod* as surnames, with no matches containing William, Sarah and William in a household. 

28 A search of public member trees on Ancestry for William H. Cody, born 13 February 1895 (+/- 1 year) in 
Tennessee was performed; fourteen public trees were identified. Seven trees listed no parents, five listed John 
McCoy and Sarah Allred as parents, and two listed William Cody and Sarah Allred as parents. 

29 1900 U.S. Census, Campbell Co., Tenn., Civil District 16, ED 40, sheet 11A, dwell. 203, fam. 218 
(renumbered), John McCoy household. 
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Name Relation Marital 
Status 

Date of 
Birth 

Age Years 
Married 

Place of 
Birth 

Parents 
Place of 
Birth 

John McCoy Head M July 1864 35 5 Tennessee Tennessee 
Sarah –––– Wife M July 1870 29 5 Tennessee Tennessee 
Etta –––– Daughter S Feby 1889 11  Tennessee Tennessee 
Willie –––– Daughter S Feby 1895 5  Tennessee Tennessee 
Milton –––– Son S July 1897 2  Tennessee Tennessee 
Estel B ––– Daughter S June 1899 11/12  Tennessee Tennessee 
Addie McFarland Boarder Wd July 1878 31  Tennessee Tennessee 

 
Analysis: Jellico is located near the Tennessee-Kentucky border in Campbell County, directly north of 
neighboring Anderson County. “Willie McCoy” is listed in the household of John and Sarah McCoy as a 
daughter, possibly an enumerator error. The birth date of February 1895 aligns with later records for 
William H. Cody. John and Sarah’s marriage five years earlier occurred around the same time of Willie’s 
birth and provides no conclusive answer to John’s biological connection to Willie. John and Sarah’s 
estimated marriage date of 1895 and the ages of the remaining children infers that Milton and Estel are 
biological children of John and Sarah, while Etta is likely a child from a previous marriage for either John 
or Sarah. 
 
1910 U.S. Federal Census – John McCoy household – Knox County, Tennessee30 
See Attachment H for image 
Extracted information: 
Central Avenue Pike 

Name Relation Age Marital Status Years Married Birthplace Parent Birthplace 
John McCoy Head 48 M2 15 Tennessee Tennessee 
Sarah –––– Wife 40 M2 15 Tennessee Tennessee 
Willie –––– Son 15 S  Tennessee Tennessee 
Hazel –––– Daughter 13 S  Tennessee Tennessee 
Bonnie ––– Daughter 11 S  Tennessee Tennessee 
Lillian –––– Daughter 7 S  Tennessee Tennessee 
Homar –––– Son 5 S  Tennessee Tennessee 
Roy –––– Son 3 S  Tennessee Tennessee 

 
Analysis: Knox County lies on the southeast edge of Anderson County. “Willie McCoy” is now listed as a 
son. The age progression of Willie aligns with the 1900 census from Campbell County. John and Sarah’s 
estimated marriage in 1895 is correlated as well. The enumerator indicated with “M2” in the marital 
status column that the marriage of John and Sarah was the second for each. This additional evidence 
and Willie’s age supports the possibility that Willie may have been a son from a previous marriage for 
either John or Sarah. In addition, the younger son named “Homar” may be the same Homer McCoy 
listed on William’s draft registration card in San Diego. More investigation would be required to confirm. 
 
 

 
30 1910 U.S. Census, Knox Co., Tenn., District 8, ED 119, sheet 48B, dwell. 944, fam. 951, John McCoy 

household. 
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1895 Marriage Register – John McCoy and Sarah J. Cody – Union County, Tennessee31 
See Attachment I for image 
Transcription (handwritten portions in bold): 

“I, W.T. Carden, Clerk of the County Court for the County of Union, aforesaid, by the power in 
me vested by law, do LICENSE YOU OR EITHER OF YOU, to celebrate the RITES OF MATRIMONY between 
John McCoy and Sarah J. Cody 

Given at office, in Maynardville, the 20 day of Nov, 1895 and of American Independence the 
120th year  

W.T. Carden Clerk. 
 I solemnized the Rites of Matrimony between the above named parties on the 21 day of Nov, 
1895 

H.L. Turner J.P.” 
 
Analysis: John and Sarah McCoy’s marriage was registered in Union County, a neighboring county to 
Anderson on its northeast border. Their wedding date in 1895 correlates with evidence of John & 
Sarah’s length of marriage on the 1900 and 1910 census records. The bride’s surname of Cody, the 
second marriage notation from the 1910 census, and the geographic proximity to Anderson County 
provides strong evidence Sarah Alred and Sarah J. Cody are likely the same person. The marriage of John 
and Sarah occurred nine months after the reported birth of William H. Cody, providing evidence that 
John McCoy is likely not “Willie McCoy’s” biological father.  
 
1895 Death Records – William Cody – Anderson, Campbell, Knox, and Union Counties, Tennessee 
Tennessee did not require statewide registration of deaths until 1914, but some jurisdictions recorded 
deaths as early as 1881.32 A manual review of an unindexed digitized Anderson County birth and death 
register from 1891–1899 produced no evidence of a death record for William Cody.33 A search of death 
records in Anderson and surrounding counties between 1889-1895 on FamilySearch also produced no 
evidence.34 
 
1895 Find A Grave Memorial – William T. Cody – Rocky Top, Anderson County, Tennessee35 
Transcription of gravestone:  
“William T.  
son of Nancy Cody  
Born  
Mar 13, 1871 
Died 
Oct 18 1895” 
 

 
31 “Tennessee, U.S., Marriage Records, 1780–2002,” John McCoy to Sarah J. Cody, 21 November 1895. 
32 “Tennessee Vital Records,” FamilySearch Wiki, 22 January 2021. 
33 Anderson County, Tennessee, Births, Deaths, June 1891–Dec 1899, County Court Clerk, Clinton; unindexed 

images, "Vital statistics: births, 1881–1882; births and deaths, 1891–1899, 1909–1912," FamilySearch 
(http://www.familysearch.org : accessed 22 January 2021); citing DGS 7621839, images 33-104. 

34 “Tennessee Deaths and Burials, 1874–1955,” database, FamilySearch 
(http://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1681020 : accessed 18 February 2021). Search conducted for 
William Co* and Wm Co* in Anderson, Campbell, Knox and Union counties. 

35 Find A Grave, memorial 70903970, William T. Cody. 
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Analysis: This memorial is the only William Cody listed on Find A Grave in Tennessee with a death date 
between 1889 and 1895. There are eight additional Cody memorials listed in Leach Cemetery. Four are 
listed as near William T. Cody, possibly a family plot. A memorial for Nancy Cody (referenced on the 
gravestone) is not found in Leach Cemetery. A neighboring gravestone for Rosennie Cody also lists 
Nancy Cody as her mother, indicating a potential sibling relationship with William T. Cody. A review of 
the evidence dates shows that William T. Cody is a likely candidate for William H. Cody’s biological 
father. William T.’s death date of 18 October 1895 occurs after the birth of William H. Cody on 13 
February 1895 and prior to the marriage of Sarah J. Cody to John McCoy on 21 November 1895. His birth 
in 1871 would make him eighteen years old on 24 December 1889 when Sarah Alred married William 
Cody in Anderson County. 
 
Probate Records – William Cody – Anderson, Campbell, Knox, and Union Counties, Tennessee 
Unindexed digitized probate records between 1895 and 1900 for Anderson, Campbell, Knox, and Union 
counties were manually searched for William Cody. No records were located.36 
 
1880 U.S. Federal Census – Nancy Cody household – Careyville, Campbell County, Tennessee37 
See Attachment J for image 
Extracted information: 

Name Age Relation Birthplace Father’s 
Birthplace 

Mother’s 
Birthplace 

Nancy Cody 38 [blank] Va. Va. Va. 
J.E.      “ 15 Son Tenn. Md. Va. 
R.E.     “ 11 Daughter Tenn. Md. Va. 
W.R.    “ 8 Son Tenn. Md. Va. 

 
Analysis: The 1880 household of Nancy Cody in Careyville is approximately seven miles northwest of 
Coal Creek/Rocky Top. The initials of W.R. Cody do not match William T. Cody, but it is not unusual to 
find discrepancies for middle initials on census records. His age places his birth from 2 June 1871–1 June 
1872, very near the birth date of 13 Mar 1871 on William T. Cody’s gravestone. The other siblings in the 
household match burials in Leach Cemetery for James E. Cody (1865-1892) and Rosennie Cody (1868–
1897) in close proximity to William T. Cody.38 As previously noted, Rosennie Cody’s gravestone also 
attributes Nancy Cody as her mother. This additional familial evidence lends significant weight to the 
conclusion that W.R. Cody is William T. Cody interred in Leach Cemetery. The birth location of 
Tennessee for W.R. Cody conflicts with a source noted earlier—the location of North Carolina provided 
by William H. Cody on his 1923 marriage certificate. References within all census records reviewed agree 
that William H. Cody’s father was born in Tennessee. More weight is attributed to the information on 
this census, as William’s mother would have firsthand knowledge of where her son was born. As a 
secondary informant, it’s likely that William H. Cody was incorrect regarding the North Carolina location. 
 

 
36 “Tennessee Probate Court Books, 1795–1927,” unindexed database with images, FamilySearch 

(http://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1909088 : accessed 24 January 2021). Record sets from 1895–
1900 for Anderson, Campbell, and Union counties were manually reviewed for William Cody, Sarah Cody and Sarah 
J. McCoy. 

37 1880 U.S. Census, Campbell Co., Tenn., Careyville, ED 121, p. 411 (stamped), p. 29 (handwritten), dwell. 249, 
fam. 259, W.R. Cody. 

38 Find A Grave, memorial 70903995, James E. Cody, and memorial 70903946, Rosennie Cody. 
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Suggestions for Further Research 
 

• Additional original records may exist to support the identification of William H. Cody’s father, 
but were unobtainable due to the time constraints for this project or archival closures related to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. It is recommended to pursue obtaining the following original records 
for additional parent relationship evidence. 

o California Death Certificate for William H. Cody – A copy of this certificate may be 
obtained directly from San Diego County, or by using the third-party service VitalChek. 
Information on ordering this record can be found here: San Diego Death Certificate link.  

o Social Security Application for William H. Cody – A copy of the SS-5 application for 
William Cody may be requested through the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). 
Information on how to request the record can be found here: SSA FOIA Request link. 
Proof of death will be required to process the request. 

o Burial record for William T. Cody (Leach Cemetery) – As the 1895 death of William T. 
Cody preceded state-wide registration, a burial record may provide a documented 
connection to Sarah Allred/Cody/McCoy. Further investigation to identify the entity 
holding these records will be required. 

• Church records in Tennessee may be able to provide information regarding the birth of William 
H. Cody, as well as the death and burial of William T. Cody. Both of Sarah Allred’s marriages 
were conducted by a Justice of the Peace, and no direct evidence of a religious affiliation for the 
Cody and McCoy families was located during this project. Further research of churches in the 
area from 1880–1910 will be required. 

• Based on the generational proximity of William H. Cody to the client, autosomal DNA testing 
may provide DNA matches from collateral Cody line descendants in order to provide additional 
evidence of William T. Cody’s biological connection to the client. For U.S. matches, Ancestry 
currently has the largest database and is the recommended choice for client testing. 
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Attachments 
A. 1940 U.S. Federal Census – William H. Cody household – San Diego, San Diego, California 

 
 
1940 U.S. Census, San Diego County, California, population schedule, San Diego, enumeration district (ED) 62-50A, sheet 5-A, household 123, William H. Cody; 
database with images, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com : accessed 19 January 2020); citing NARA microfilm T627 series, roll 451.  
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B. 1930 U.S. Federal Census – William H. Cody household – San Diego, San Diego, California 

 
 
1930 U.S. Census, San Diego County, California, population schedule, San Diego, enumeration district (ED) 63, p. 216 (stamped), sheet 19-A, dwelling 39, family 
39, William H. Cody; database with images, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com : accessed 21 January 2021); citing FHL microfilm 2,339,926. 
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C. 1942 U.S., World War II Draft Registration – William Harry Cody – San Diego, San Diego, 
California 
 

 
 

 
 
"U.S. World War II Draft Registration Cards, 1942,” database with images, Ancestry (http://www.ancestry.com : 
accessed 22 Feb 2021), card for William Harry Cody, serial no. U-2095, Local Board No. 161, San Diego, San Diego 
County, California. 

Front 

Rear 
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D. 1945 Obituary – William H. Cody – San Diego, California 

 
 
"William Cody, Once Patrolman, Succumbs at 50," San Diego Union, 11 October 1945, p. 16-A, col. 2-3; image, 
GenealogyBank (www.genealogybank.com : accessed 21 January 2021), image 18. 
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E. 1923 Marriage Certificate – William H. Cody & Ethel A. Emery – Los Angeles Co., California 
 

 
 
California Bureau of Vital Records, marriage certificate no. 10767, William H. Cody and Ethel A. Emery, 27 August 
1923; State Board of Health, Los Angeles; image, “California, County Marriages, 1850–1952,” FamilySearch 
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G93H-W96D-Q : accessed 21 January 2021) > digital folder 
number 005698409 > images 78-79. 
  

Front 

Rear 
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F. 1889 Marriage Register – William Cody and Sarah Alred – Anderson County, Tennessee 

 
 
"Tennessee, U.S., Marriage Records, 1780–2002," database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1169/ : accessed 22 January 2021), Anderson County, register 
entry no. 524, William Cody to Sarah Alred, 24 December 1889; citing Tennessee State Library and Archives, 
Nashville.
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G. 1900 U.S. Federal Census – John McCoy household – Jellico, Campbell, Tennessee 

 
 
1900 U.S. Census, Campbell County, Tennessee, population schedule, Civil District 16 (Jellico), enumeration district 
(ED) 40, sheet 11A, dwelling 203, family 218 (renumbered), John McCoy household; database with images, 
Ancestry (www.ancestry.com : accessed 23 January 2021); citing FHL microfilm 1,241,559. 
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H. 1910 U.S. Federal Census – John McCoy household – Knox County, Tennessee 

 
1910 U.S. Census, Knox County, Tennessee, population schedule, District 8, enumeration district (ED) 119, sheet 48B, dwelling 944, family 951, John McCoy 
household; database with images, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com : accessed 23 January 2021); citing NARA microfilm T624 series, roll 1508.
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I. 1895 Marriage Register – John McCoy and Sarah J. Cody – Union County, Tennessee 

 
 
“Tennessee, U.S., Marriage Records, 1780–2002,” database with images, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1169/ : accessed 23 January 2021), Union County, p. 277, John 
McCoy to Sarah J. Cody, 21 November 1895; citing Tennessee State Library and Archives, Nashville. 
  



Subject:  William H. Cody  22 February 2021 

Ó 2021 Kim Thurman  Page 20 of 20 

J. 1880 U.S. Federal Census – Nancy Cody household – Careyville, Campbell, Tennessee 

 
 
1880 U.S. Census, Campbell County, Tennessee, population schedule, Careyville, enumeration district (ED) 121, p. 
411 (stamped), p. 29 (handwritten), dwelling 249, family 259, W.R. Cody; database with images, Ancestry 
(www.ancestry.com : accessed 24 January 2021); citing NARA microfilm series T9, roll 1246. 


